QUEST 9-/

THE AGE OF EXPLORAT/ON
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Questiong/I nteractions

Notes

Why Explore?
* Asian spices preserved food and covered the téste o
rotting food.
* Getting these spices would make them wealthy.
* To convert people to Christianity.
* To learn about new lands and people.

Exploration Tech
* Without certain technology (gained from Muslimsidgr
the Crusades), exploration wouldn’t have been pbssi
* Astrolabes found distance to the equator
* Compasses for direction.
* Shallow bottomed Caravels to explore the coastlines
* Triangular sails could catch wind any direction

Route 1: Overland
* |t took Marco Polo three years to reach Kashgar!
* Muslims and ltalians controlled trade over land and
jacked up the prices to get profit.
e It was difficult with deserts, mountains, and basdi
* Is there a better way?

Route 2: Around Africa

* The Portuguese believed sailing around Africa \kas t
best rout to India.

* In 1498 Vasco Da Gama made it and brought back
pepper and cinnamon.

* The trip took 2 years (roundtrip) but was easiad(a
more profitable) than going overland.

* This became their route of choice.

Flat Earth?
* Everyone believed the Earth was round. But how big
was it?

* Scientists at the time had the Earth’s size right b
thought there was just a giant ocean.

* Christopher Columbus thought the Earth was sm&H4?2
smaller than it really is).



