
Quest 9-2 
Columbus and A Whole New World 
NOTE: Unless you have earned the MAGIC QUILL power-up, these notes must be COPIED ON YOUR OWN PAPER. 
 

Questions/Interactions Notes 
  

Route 3: Around the Earth 
• Columbus thought he could sail west for 2,000 miles 

from Europe to Asia. 
• The Portuguese wouldn’t pay for the trip. 
• Eventually Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain agreed to pay 

for the voyage. 
• He left in August 1492 with 3 ships. 
• After 2 months his crew threatened to mutiny. 
• On October 12 they spotted land. 
• Columbus thought they were the islands off the coast of 

India. 
• Columbus called the land the “Indies” and the people 

“Indians”. 
• He had actually landed in the Caribbean. 
• He died in 1506 still believing he found Asia. 

 
Ferdinand Magellan 

• Led 1st voyage around the world (circumnavigate). 
• He left with 5 ships and 250 men. 
• He found a strait at the tip of South America. 
• Three years later, one ship of spices and 18 people 

returned. 
• Magellan wasn’t one of them. 

 
Results of Exploration 

• The rise of capitalism (investing money hoping to make a 
profit). 

• Better world maps 
• Colonization of the Americas 
• Chocolate, corn, and tobacco were introduced to Europe 

from the Americas. 
• Horses were brought to America by the Europeans.  
• Missionaries spread religion and European languages. 
• Destruction of Native populations 

 
 
 


