
Quest 3-1 
Popes and Kings 
NOTE: Unless you have earned the MAGIC QUILL power-up, these notes must be COPIED ON YOUR OWN PAPER. 
 

Questions/Interactions Notes 
  

Power Struggle 
• At this time Europe had many small kingdoms and each 

ruler wanted more power. 
• The Pope led the Catholic Church (that’s a lot of 

Christians). 
• Both kings and popes believed power came from God. 

 
Charlemagne vs. Pope Leo 

• Both Charlemagne and Pope Leo thought they should 
lead Christendom. 

• Leo crowned Charles making it seem like Charles’ 
authority came from Leo. 

• This led to arguments over who really had power. 
 
Pope Gregory Vs Henry IV 

• They argued over who had the power to choose bishops. 
• Then they both tried to take away each other’s power. 
• But Henry’s own people sided with the Pope. 
• Henry begged for forgiveness so people would listen to 

him again. 
• Based on this story, who has more power? 

 
King John vs. The Church 

• Many kings became ruthless and power hungry. 
• King John began taxing the Church in England. 
• The Church decided to leave the country entirely. 
• The people feared they would be sent to Hell. 

 
King John vs. The People 

• King John was arresting people for his own reasons and 
taking crops. 

• The Nobles said they would stop supporting him unless 
he agreed to some demands. 

 
The Magna Carta 

King John signed and agreed: 
1. Not to imprison nobles without trial 
2. To have fair taxation for the nobles 
3. Not to interfere in Church matters 
4. Not to take crops without paying for them 
…and lot more things too!! 

 


