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Questions/Interactions Notes 
  

Counterreformation 
• To stop the spread of Protestantism the Church: 

– refocused its teachings 
– formed new orders (like the Jesuits and other 

missionary groups) that could win people to 
Catholicism. 

– set up a new inquisition to kill Protestants. 
 
Council of Trent 

• Catholic bishops gathered (20 times in 18 years) to focus 
its teachings: 

– required priests to be educated and to preach 
more (still in Latin). 

– stopped selling indulgences (still have them, just 
can’t sell them). 

– refused to say salvation was by faith alone. 
 
Jesuits 

• A group of Catholics who followed Church rules 
obsessively. 

• Ignatius of Loyola, “soldier for Jesus” 
• They hoped this would help remove Church corruption 

through penance (working off sins). 
 
Missionaries 

•  Catholics and Protestants began competing for members. 
• Each sent missionaries around the world to find new 

converts. 
• This lead to “discovering” America and new 

relationships with Japan. 
• Protestant England settled in what is now the United 

States. 
• Catholic Spain and France settled in what is now Mexico 

and South America. 
 
Inquisition 

• Again? Catholic leaders tried to force people to return to 
Catholicism. 

• Instead, Protestants fled and hid in places like Geneva 
(Calvin’s city), Holland, and America. 

 
 
 

 


